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Dear Parents/Carers
You are warmly welcomed to our school and we look forward to getting to know you and your child over
the coming weeks.
I apologise for the length of this letter but there is lots of important information to share with you. If you
have any questions about any part of this, please do not hesitate to get in touch either by contacting the
school office or speaking to a staff member on the playground and we will do our best to help.
Covid Secure Measures
We are very much looking forward to what we hope will be some less disrupted learning time this year.
Clearly, Covid-19 has not gone away but the vaccination program has enabled the Department of
Education (DfE) to reduce the restrictions that schools have to put in place.
Face Masks

These are no longer required in the playground or on the school site but may be
worn at your discretion should you feel more comfortable doing so. This may
change should the school experience a local outbreak.
The government has removed the requirement to wear face coverings in law but
expects and recommends that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces
where you may come into contact with people you don’t normally meet. This
includes public transport.

Staggered
Start & End
Times

These have ended. The start and end times for all are:

Start: 8:40am, End: 3:20pm
Staff will be on duty from 8:30am and you may leave your child from then. We will
continue to line up as we have been doing throughout the pandemic as teachers
feel this provides a much calmer start to the day for all.

For those Nursery-age pupils who attend sessions rather than full days EYFS staff
will confirm the end of AM session and start of PM session times for your child.
Self Isolation
Requirements

These are explained in more detail below. Your child should not attend school if
they display symptoms of Covid-19. You must obtain a PCR test for your child and
your child should remain at home until this is confirmed negative or, if positive, their
isolation period has ended.
Adults with symptoms or who have had a positive test should also not enter the
playground/school site.

Close Contact
with Covid
case

Your child no longer needs to isolate if they have come into contact with a positive
covid case, regardless of whether this is a household member or not. They may still
attend school. Test and Trace will advise you on your next steps.

LFD Tests

There is no requirement for primary aged pupils to routinely undertake LFD tests.
We encourage parents to participate in voluntary twice weekly testing and all staff
will be taking part in this.

Vaccination

There are no plans to vaccinate primary aged pupils. We encourage all adults to
have a vaccination if you have not already done so.

Class Bubbles

We are no longer required to group children in class bubbles. Our learners will mix
freely at playtimes and throughout the school.
In the case of a local outbreak, we may be instructed by Public Health to restrict
mixing in school. If we are instructed to do this, we aim to limit this to Phase Group
bubbles so that our learners can still mix with their peers in parallel classes.

Handwashing
& Hygiene

Our existing measures will continue with learners washing/hand sanitising regularly
throughout the day. Additional cleaning measures will also remain.

Books &
Equipment
from home

There are no longer restrictions on this but we will continue to limit equipment being
transferred between home and school, where we can.

Visitors to the
school
buildings

We request that visitors maintain a respectful distance from others where possible.
Face masks are used at your discretion but we may ask you to wear these if there
are large adult groups attending within an enclosed space.

The information below is taken directly from the DfE guidance and explains the changes that will take
place should a positive case be reported in our school. We will no longer routinely inform parents if this
is the case.
Education and childcare settings will no longer be asked to conduct routine contact tracing. As with
positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with either the positive case – or in
the case of children – the parents, carers or guardian of the positive case to identify close contacts.
NHS Test and Trace already manages the contact tracing process for the rest of society – including
children who have recorded a positive PCR test – and has expertise in supporting people to identify
close contacts.
This letter sets out in more detail how that process will work and what you need to do if your child tests
positive for COVID-19.

Self-isolating and taking a test
1. If your child has symptoms, they should self-isolate – and you should inform their education or
childcare setting. You should immediately order a PCR test for them. If the PCR result is
negative, they can stop self-isolating (unless instructed to self-isolate for other reasons). If the
PCR result is positive, they must self-isolate until 10 days after the onset of symptoms.
2. If your child has a positive result from a lateral flow device (LFD) test, they should self-isolate –
and you should inform their education or childcare setting. You should immediately order a
confirmatory PCR test. If the confirmatory test is taken within two days and the result is
negative, they and other members of their household can stop self-isolating (unless instructed
to self-isolate for other reasons). If the confirmatory PCR test is positive (or is taken more than
two days after the LFD),they must self-isolate until 10 days after the LFD test.
3. PCR tests can be booked online through the NHS Test & Trace website or by calling 119.
4. PCR test results will be recorded with NHS Test and Trace automatically, but you should also
communicate the result to the education or childcare setting during term time or summer
provision.
Close Contacts
5. Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with
COVID-19, or are a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case and any of the following apply:
●

they are fully vaccinated.

●

they are below the age of 18 years 6 months

●

they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial

●

they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
Instead they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close
contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all
individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so.
Children who are aged under 5 years old who are identified as close contacts will only be
advised to take a PCR test if the positive case is in their own household.
Staff who do not need to self-isolate, and children who usually attend the setting, and have
been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend the setting as normal.

If you or a family member is more at risk of Covid-19 and you would like to discuss this, please contact
us so that we can discuss whether any additional measures need to be in place.
Friday Afternoon Provision
As part of our Covid measure last year, we slightly extended our school hours Monday to Thursday and
finished at 1pm on Fridays for most children. The extended school hours combined with changes to
our timetables during the day proved very effective. Many parents also appreciated the opportunity to
collect their child earlier on a Friday. This does not affect the Nursery sessions.

For this reason, governors agreed to keep to the new hours and allow parents to continue to collect
their child at 1pm, should they wish. This will be trialed for this academic year before seeking feedback
from parents/carers.
Alternatively, your child may remain on Friday afternoons until the usual 3:20pm pick up time and take
part in our extra curricular activities. For EYFS, this will be as follows:
The afternoon will begin with a short class based discussion, to discuss the “Big Question.” These will
be centred around a chosen topic and will provide opportunities for learners to express their opinions.
EYFS

Learners will then take part in our Continuous Provision. This places the onus on
our learners to choose and shape their own learning with staff acting as facilitators,
encouraging, questioning and promoting independent skills. They will be supported
to develop their social skills and resilience.

Our focus throughout the afternoon will be on three of our Traditional Values: Respect, Responsibility &
Perseverance. Throughout all of the activities, staff will promote and discuss these values and give
examples of how learners have demonstrated these.
A slip has been sent home with your child so that you can indicate whether you wish your child to
remain in school for this or collect them at 1pm on Fridays.
Yours faithfully

Miss A Conner, Headteacher & Mrs K Adams, Deputy Head/EYFS Lead

